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A BRIEF 
LK CCOUNT 
1 Of the PRO LE called | 


SQ UAKER Ss. 


AKERS. | RELIGIOUS So- 
ciety, that began to 
diſtinguiſhed by this Name in Eng- 
4, where it firſt took its Riſe, about 
| Middle of the Laſt Century. s 
Wn treating of this People, we ſhall 
late from the Generality of thoſe | 
d have mentioned them in their 
itings; by exhibiting the Account 
Y give of themſelves, without mak- 
ourſelves anſwerable for their Prin- 
es or Practices. 
ILLIAM SEWEL, a Dutchman, 
liſhed in the Year 1717 the Hi 
of this People. He was one of 
own Perſuaſion ; a Man of Learn- 


and known to the Public by his, 


1 


= Dictionary of the Dutch and Engplih 
« Languages.” He had Acceſs to al 
their Records; correſponded with the 
moſt eminent; lived at the Time when! 
the Facts he recorded were recent; and 
we have not heard that any Part of hi 
Hiſtory has been controverted: An 
as we are informed that it has bet 
publiſhed with the Approbation of ti 
Quakers, we may therefore conſider i 
as an authentic Hiſtory of their Ri 
Progreſs, and Principal Opinions. 

: George Fox (for whoſe Birth an 
Parentage ſee page 6. of Sewel's Hit 
tory, &c.) was the Firſt. of theſe Pet 
ple. He was of a grave, ſedate Tu 
from his Infancy; always averſe to tit 
Follies of Youth, and deſirous of ui 
thing ſo much as to be preſerved i 
Innocence and Simplicity.— He vwa"* 
early remarked as an Example in the 
Refects; and of inflexible Integrit 
When a Youth, he was deſirous, abo 
all things, to pleaſe Gop; andggeal 
tiouſly avoided every thing, that eitht 
Serzpture, or the Dictates of his on 
Conſcien 


139 
ſcience, taught him to believe wag 
fenſive.—As he grew up this Diſpo- 
tion increaſed: It coſt him much 
Anxiety, much Diſtreſs :!——But at 
Wnoth he was ſatisfied, in reſpect to 
ny Doubts he had admitted; and 
ained much Experience by the Things 
had /uffered. This enabled him 
hitruct Others: And about the 
ear 1647, we find him travelling 
rough ſeveral Counties in England, 
king out ſuch as had any religious 
enderneſs, and exciting the Inquiries 
ſeveral concerning him. Many 
braced his Opinions: And, in- 
ed, he ſeems to have rouzed the 
blic Mind, as much as ever any 
1y1dual did in thoſe Counties for the 
me, and under ſuch Circumſtances. 
Viator low Birth, without Litera- 
„ merely by the SanZity of his 
, and the Simplicity of his Doc- 
NES, to have collected from all 
fefſions, and moſt Ranks, Men of 
racter, Fortune, and Uderſtand- 
and imbodied them as a REeLiG1ous 
. Socikry; 


Socttry ; to have inſtituted one of the 


this People early, by way of Reproad 
happened that ſome were ſo ſtruck wi 
the Remembrance of their paſt Folli 
and Forgetfulneſs of their Conditin 
others fo deeply affected with a Senſe 
God's Mercies to them; that they: 
tually trembled and quaked. 


that it ſoon became general. Frin 


to one anotber: But the Epithet avi 


Propaſitiens of our Countryman 


bit as clear a Summary of their 


1 


beſt concerted Plans of Civil Diſcipline 
is a Circumſtance moſt true, and ng 
unworthy the Diſquiſitions of the able 
PHILOSOPHERS. 


The Name of Quaker was affixed i 


——[In their Aſſemblies it ſometiny 


Nickname ſo ſuited the vulgar Tal. 


or the Friends of TRurn, was 
Name they were commonly known 


mentioned was ſtamped upon them 


their Adverſaries, and perhaps 
libly. 


The following Abſtract from 


eminent BARCLAY, will perhaps 


Cp 1 

ions, as can well be compriſed within 
he Limits allowed to this Article: 

1. The Height of all Happineſs is 


placed in the true Knowledge of 
Go. 


2. The true Knowledge of God is 
alone to be obtained by the Reve- 
lation of the Spirit of God. 

3. The Revelation of the Spirit of 
God to the Saints has produced 
the Scriptures of Truth. 


che 
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d 
JACl 
tim 
WI 
70lli 
li tin 


enſe 4. From whence it appears that 
1ey Mankind in general is fallen and 
—1 degenerated. 


Tal 
Frier 
Was 
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5. That God, out of his infinite 
Love, has offered univerſal Re- 
demption by Chriſt; who taſted 
Death for every Man. 

That there is an evangelical and 


then faving Light and Grace in ALL. 
PS VF. That in as many as rg not this 


Light, but receive the ſame, in 


from them are produced Holineſs, 
yroan Wl Righteouſneſs, Purity, and the 
haps MW Fruits which are acc to 
their \ God: | 


A 4. 8, Even 
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eee ' 
i: Even ſo, as to arrive at a Stall 
of Freedom from actual Sinniu 
and Tranſgreſſing the Law « 1 
God : | H 

9. Yet with a P«/ibility of Sinnig 
10, That as all true Knowledge 
Things Spiritual is received 
the Spirit of God; ſo by it eva; 
true Miniſter of the Goſpel is 
dained and prepared for the Min 
try: And as they have freely 
ceived, fo are they freely to gi 
11. That the true Worſbip of G 
is in Spirit, and in Truth; 
limited to Place or Time, nor il 
ject to the Intervention of any] 
ſon; but is to be performed un 
the Moving of the Holy 9) 
in our Hearts; yet without d 
gating from the Neceſſity 
Utility of Public United Woril 

in which their Sufferings 
Conſtancy have been remarkal 
12. That Baptiſm is a pure and 
ritual Thing ; the Baptiſm ol 
Sp:rit, and of Fire, 
85 "TY 
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13. That the Communion: of the 


Body and Blood of Chriſt is in- 
ward, and Spiritual. 


14. That it is not lawful for any Hu- 


man Authority to force the Can 
ſciences of others on account of 
Difference in Worſhip or Opinion; 
except ſuch Opinions tend to the 
Prejudice of one's Neighbour in his 
Life or Eftate, or are inconſiſtent 
with Human Society. 


15. That as the End of ae 18 


to redeem Man from the Spirit of 
this World, and to lead into in- 


ward Communion with Gop; there». 


fore all vain Cuſtoms and Habits. 
arc to be rejected, which tend to 
divert the Mind from a Senſe of 
the Fear of God, and that evan- 
gelical Spirit wherewith Chriſ- 


tians ought to be leavened. 


Such are the Sentiments of this Peo- 
Ne, as propoſed to the Public by their 
pologiſt; who has largely commented 
theſe * in a Work that has 


paſſed 
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paſſed through no leſs than Eight Ed 
tions in Engliſh, and has been printe . 
in moſt of the Modern Languages. 
Their Particularities of Addreſ 
Language, and Behaviour; their «ff 
clining the uſe of Arms; their refuſinWn 
to pay Tithes, or contribute to d 
Support of Miniſters (as ſuch) in anc: 
Shape; likewiſe their refuſing to ſwer 
or take an Oath on any Occaſion whal;;; 
ever; have ſubjected them to much Ob 
loquy, and many grievous Suffering 
On what Principles, and by what rp 
ments, they vindicate themſelves from tec 
Objections raiſed againſt them by thet 
Adverſaries, may be ſeen in this elaboifÞ | 
rate Performance.—Government ha 
however, in many Inſtances, extend o 
to this People great Indulgences; cot 
vinced, no doubt, by their patient Suffer. 
tering, that their Profeſſions of conſo fit 
entious Scruples were fincere; and t 
nothing dangerous to Society cou io 
| be apprehended from a People, wit 
diſclaimed the Uſe of Arms both offer 
8 five and defenſive. 
Ti 


"Tr ) 
W The Economy of this Society like- 
ge deſerves our Notice. It appears 


. WH thcir Hiſtory, that ſoon after the 
ire: reaching of George Fox had drawn 
de gether in many Parts of England 
uſnW@nfderable Bodies of People profeſſing 


e ſame Opinions, he found it expe- 
ent, for their better. Government, to 
tabliſh Regular Meetings for Diſci- 
ine. The following is, as nearly as 
e can collect, the Plan that is eſta- 


ing imed amongſt them: | 
ai Where there are any Quakers, they 


eet together once a Month, to conſi- 
er of the Neceſlities of their Poor, and 
provide for their Relief; to hear and 
termine Complaints ariſing from a- 
ong themſelves; to enquire into the 
onverſation of their reſpective Mem- 
ers in regard to Morality, and Confor- 
ity to their religious Sentimeuts; to al- 
dw the Paſſing cf Marriages, and to 
join a ſtrict Regard to the Peace and 
ood Order of the Society, the proper 
aucation of their Youns People, and a 
encral Attention to © ciples and 
Prac- 


hs AE. 
Practices of their Profeſſion; I | 
every Country where there are Month 
Meetings, a Meeting, of the like Kin 
and for ſimilar Purpoſes, is held even 
QUARTER. This Meeting conſiſts « 
Deputies ſent from the ſeveral Meni 
Meetings ; who are charged with Ar 
ſwers in Writing, to Qzeries propok 
to them reſpecting the Good Order 9 
the Society. At theſe Meetings 4 
Peals are received, in cafe of any Dill 
putes; and Differences ſettled, if pd 
ſible. Advices are given, as Occaſion 
offer; and 4{itance afforded to any d 
the Monthiy Meetings, in caſe of 
larger Proportion of the Pook, or an 
ſimilar Expences.—As there are Qui 
kers in moſt Parts of England, then 
are few Counties which have not the 
Brarterly Meetings: And from the 
are deputed four, fix, or eight of thel 
Members once a Year, to attend the 
ANNUAL Aſſembly at LONDON. 
The Annvar Aſſembly is common 
keld in Whitſun-Week; not from ani 
1 ſuperſtitious Reference, as they ſay, ed 
; * | til 
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WW. Ef uſion of the Holy Ghoſt at the 

ne of Pentecoſt ;—but merely as it 
WW Scaſon moſt convenient to the Body. 
At this Anniverſary Meeting, con- 


's Hing of Members deputed from every 
wth arterly Meeting, and a Number of* 
= To judicious of their Perſnaſion 
wot ondon, (ſelected for the Purpoſe of 
er 0 


ing on all Emergencies tor the- 
od of the Society) Accounts are re- 
ed of the STATE of the Society in- 
ry Part of the World where it exiſts. 
The Deputies bring with them A. 
its, ſigned by the reſpective Quar- 
y Meetings, informing the VEARUT 
r "cting if any Diſunion appears; if 
e is any Neglect in the religious 
cation of their Youth ; if the Poor” 
well provided for; if they keep ta 
r Teſtimony againſt paying T:thess ; 
bearing Arms; if they pay the King 
| the Duties, Cuſtoms, and Exciſe, and 
dear to deal in Goods ſuſpected to 
un. Appeals are there received, 
m amg rally determined; Prepoſitions re- 
ed and conſidered; and Rules formed 
particular Emergencies, And, 

1 Zaſtl 


6140 
laſtly, ſuch Advices are ſent to the ſil 
ordinate Meetings, as the particu, 
or general State of the Society n 
quires. 

Perhaps this is "oh only Society | 
the - World, that have allowed ar 
Share in the Management of their A 
fairs to the Female Sex ;—which th: 
do upon the Principle, that Ma 
and Female are all one in CHRIST 
— Accordingly we find them in eve 
Department of their Inſtitution. Th 
have Women Preachers; for whom t 
celebrated Locke has made an excelle 
Apology. Theſe have alſo their Me 
ings for Diſcipline; in which the lil 
Care is taken in regard to the Femi 
Youth, and the good Order of the 
Sex, as is done by the Men in reſp 
to their own.—And when we ret 
what a Number of Individuals of 5 
Sexes are kept in Good Order by 
Police of this Society, how few of tit 
are brought into Courts of Juſtice 
Delinguents, how peaceable their Bt 
viour, and how exemplary their C 
duct; we cannot but think thei: Ps 


* | 
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LES deſerve a more accurate Exa- 
nation than has hitherto been at- 
npted; owing, perhaps, to the vulgar 
ejudices circulated againſt them, _ 
e ſhall cloſe this Article with ob- 

ing, that, according to the beſt of 

Information, neither their Miniſters, 
thoſe who have the principal Care 
the Society, enjoy - any pecuniary: 
joluments or Advantages.——A few. 
ks, only, receive Salaries for keep- 

their Records: So that, perhaps, 
e is not a Religious Society now 


ſul 
cul: 
2M 


om 

„celle ting, where PRINCIPLE has 
r Meier Influence in promoting the 
he 1s of their Inſtitution, 


1s remarkable, that all the Settle- 


Femi | | 
of t® of the Europeans in America,- 
- reſpt pt the Quaker Settlement in Peun- 


nia, © were. made by Force of 
g, with very little Regard to any 
r Title in the Natives.—The Kings 
pain, Portugal, France, and Bri-, 


e refit 
> of bi 
r by 


2 together with the States of Hol- 
_ By (then the only Maritime Powers) 
8 0 Grants of ſuch Parts of America 
8 cir People could lay Hold on; 


audy- 


i 


their European Neighbours: 


Charles IE a ſufficient” Title to- 
Country fince called Pennſilvania. 


Brinces, then in that Country, al 
purchaſed from them the ten 
Band that he wanted. 


moſtly in the Hands of Quakers; 
never have any Quarrels with the N 


their Settlements, they purchaſe 
8 Lands of the Sachems; never tak 
© amy thing from them by Force.— H 
unlike is this Conduct to that of f 
Spaniards] who murdered Millions of 
Natives of Mexico, Terra Firma, Pe 
Chili, 
the poor Vadians in conquering th 
Country, and forcing them to diſco 
their Gold, are a Reproach to ö 
1 r 
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ſtudying only to avoid interfering wil 


But Mr. Penn, being a Quaker, d 
not think his Powers from Ki 


therefore aſſembled the Sachems, { 


- The Government of this Cn 
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tives. 


When they deſire to exte 


&c. The Barbarities uſed 
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